
 
 
    

“Cultural wonders of the Rideau” – 7 day / 6 night sa mple itinerary 
 
Ottawa Experience: 

·  2 nights accommodation 
·  2 Breakfasts/ 2 Dinners 
·  Ottawa Haunted Walk 
·  Canadian Museum of Civilization 
·  Canadian War Museum 
·  Bytown Museum 
·  Turtle Island 
·  Rideau canal Cruise (to Dow’s Lake) 
·  Bicycle rental 
·  Changing of the Guard 
 

Detailed description and contact information  
Arrive in Ottawa for a quick driving tour before checking in to your hotel located nearby the first 8 
locks of the Rideau Canal system. 
 
After dinner get spooked by the Haunted Walk. Banish your fears and take a superstitious stroll 
with the Haunted Walk of Ottawa . Learn more about spooky goings-on and frightening 
encounters in Canada's capital (www.hauntedwalk.com). 
 
Discover the Canadian Museum of Civilization  (www.civilization.ca) 
 
Tour the new Canadian War Museum  (opened May 2005) in its spectacular setting next to the 
Ottawa River (www.warmuseum.ca). 
Explore the National Gallery of Canada  and the world's largest collection of Canadian (including 
Inuit) art at the National Gallery of Canada. See outstanding European and American works. 
(www.national.gallery.ca). 
 
Discover the unique, interactive experiences of First Nations culture and history in a native village 
at Turtle Island Aboriginal Experiences . Sample traditional native cuisine, dance 
performances, craft workshops. (www.aboriginalexperiences.com). 
 
Tour of Parliament Hill  and the Bytown Museum , Ottawa's oldest stone building. The museum 
traces the history of Ottawa's early years, from the construction of the Rideau Canal and the early 
days of Bytown, to the city's emergence as Canada's capital (www.bytownmuseum.ca). 
 
Dinner in the ByWard Market  after a walk through Major's Hill Park  and see the statue of Lt. 
Col. John By-the Royal Engineer who was tasked with building the Canal. The ByWard Market 
offers up to 175 outdoor vendors selling local fruits and vegetables, plants and flowers as well as 
arts and crafts, surrounded by blocks of unique shops and restaurants established in the 1820s. 
(www.byward-market.com). 
 
See the Rideau Canal up close with a one-hour boat cruise down the Rideau Canal or a bike ride 
along its banks. Paul's Boat Lines  (www.paulsboatcruises.com) offers an 8-km return cruise 
from the National Arts Centre to Dows Lake. Rent-A-Bike  can outfit you with a comfortable 
bicycle and helmet and directions to enjoy the same scenery from the recreational pathway 
alongside the Canal (www.rentabike.ca). 
 



 
Rideau Heritage Route experience: 

·  2 overnights (at a Country Inn or hotel along the route) 
·  2 breakfasts  
·  1 lunch (at the Opinicon / coordinate timing with cruise) 
·  2 dinners  
·  Watson’s Mill 
·  Hershey Chocolate Factory Tour 
·  Rideau Canal Museum 
·  Merrickville Blockhouse Museum 
·  Spy Rock lookout nature trail in Westport 
·  Classic Rideau Cruise from Chaffey’s to Jones Falls 
·  Heritage Walking tours of Elgin, Portland & Newboro 

 
Detailed description and contact information  
MANOTICK - Brief stop at Watson’s Mill , one of the few remaining operating gristmills in 
Ontario, with its own tragic history and resident ghost. Treat yourself to a bag of fresh, stone-
ground flour or feed the ducks!   
 
KEMPTVILLE – Visit and tour of the Ferguson Forest Centre 
 
MERRICKVILLE - one of Canada's prettiest villages located near the halfway point of the 200-km 
long Rideau Canal. Visit the many shops, artisans’ galleries and historic landmark buildings. Visit 
the stone and timber fortress, complete with moat and drawbridge that was built to protect the 
canal and the town which now serves as the Blockhouse museum . Don’t forget to look into our 
Local Flavours program where producers work with local chefs to bring in organic harvests, bio-
diverse and free range ingredients. http://www.localflavours.org/pages/producers.php 
 
Heritage Walking tours of Elgin, Portland & Newboro  
Encounter one of the largest concentrations of Irish immigrants in North America, some of the 
earliest Regency Gothic Revival churches in Canada and Irish place names ranging from New 
Dublin to Newboro. The tours feature views of classic domestic architecture built by and for 
Irish settlers. 
 
SMITHS FALLS  – is geographically the heart of the Rideau as it marks the midway point 
between Ottawa and Kingston of the Rideau Canal. Smiths Falls is the “Chocolate Capital of 
Ontario” due to the local Hershey’s plant. The Hershey chocolate factory  offers a self guided 
tour. At the Rideau Canal Museum,  trace the steps of Lieutenant-Colonel By as he struggled to 
build the canal. Explore five floors of displays, artifacts and multi-media exhibits in this19th-
century stone building which once housed a mill.  
 
WESTPORT - Nestled on the banks of the Upper Rideau Lake at the foot of Foley Mountain, 
Westport is a core for hiking and cycling enthusiasts with the 300 km Rideau Trail linking 
Kingston and Ottawa passing through. The view of Westport from Spy Rock is truly spectacular.  
 
PERTH - The downtown core is packed over 70 thriving little shops and boutiques - including  
crafts, antiques and flea market. Relax in one of the cafés or pubs. Take in the hustle-bustle of  
the Perth Farmer's Market, Code’s Mill or the new Crystal Palace Craft Market. 
 
Classic Rideau Cruise  along the Rideau Canal from Jones Falls (passing through Davis Lock) to 
Chaffey’s Locks with Rideau Canal Boat Tours. Join Captain Lance aboard his 30 ft. cruiser 
“Chuckles” as he narrates the history of the Rideau Canal in full 1840s Naval attire.  
Contact: Lance Jervis (613) 272-0222   www.rideauboattours.com      
 
 
 



·  2 nights accommodation  
      (Choice of a Historic Inn or a Waterfront hotel) 
·  2 Breakfasts / 2 Dinners  
·  World famous Fort Henry Sunset Ceremony   
·  Haunted Walk of Kingston 
·  Marine Museum of the Great Lakes 
·  Confederation Tour Trolley 
·  Kingston Farmer’s Market 
·  Kingston 1000 Islands Cruises 
 

Detailed description and contact information  
Drive to Kingston along Rideau Heritage Route (Follow County Rd #1 to Hwy 15) 
More Kingston info at www.kingstoncanada.com or www.visitkingston.com   
 
Stroll through the Kingston Farmer’s Market . Established in 1801, this is Canada’s oldest 
operating market showcasing fresh produce, plants and artisans’ crafts every Tue, Thurs and Sat. 
 
Fort Henry National Historic Site 
Fort Henry is both a museum and a spectacular historic site. Once inside the fortification's 
wooden gates visitors enter a marvelous reproduction of 19th century military life. Enjoy the 
Dinner & Show held on Wednesday evenings during July and August which includes a three-
course historic themed dinner by Jessup Foods served by soldier servants in the Officers' Mess 
followed by VIP seating for the Sunset Ceremony performance. 
 
Haunted Walk of Kingston   
Join The Haunted Walk, Kingston's most popular walking tour company as they walk through the 
streets of the limestone city. 
www.hauntedwalk.com  
 
Kingston 1000 Islands Cruises 
See the historic harbour of Kingston, Canada's first capital with a 90 minute tour of the Kingston 
waterfront and surrounding islands. Enjoy lunch or dinner as the scenery changes for an ideal 
way see the islands.  The menus are unique and the dining ship, the Island Star, gives an 
unparalleled view.  Lunch is offered daily and dinners every night in the summer and on 
weekends Spring and Fall. 
www.1000islandscruises.on.ca 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please contact info@rideauheritageroute.ca  for planning assistance or for 
more information on the Rideau Heritage Route 
 

Kingston Experience: 


